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TOWN  OFFICERS. 


MODERATOR, 

GEORGE    A.    DUDLEY. 

SELKCTMEN, 

LOREN    S.    FERNALD,  FRED    B.    YORK, 

FRED    P.    COMINGS. 

TOWN    CLERK, 

FRED    P.    COMINGS. 

TREASURER, 

CHARLES   A.    WOODMAN. 

TAX    COLLECTOR, 

WILLIAM   H.   THOMPSON. 

SUPERVISORS, 

FRANK    I.    CALDWELL,  HAROLD    FERNALD, 

ALBERT    B.    DUDLEY. 

BOARD    OF    EDUCATION, 

BENTON    E.    LAY^NE,  FRED    P.    COMINGS, 

WALTER    W.    JONES. 

SUPERINTENDENT    OF    SCHOOLS, 

O.    H.    ADAMS. 

AUDITORS, 

J.  TRUE  BARTLETT,      HORACE  F.  CAVERNO. 


STATE   OF  NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 


Inventory  of  the  Town  of  Lee  for  the  Year  1912. 


Polls, 

Real  Estate, 

Horses, 

Oxen, 

Mules, 

Cows, 

Neat  Stock, 

Sheep, 

Hogs, 

Fowls, 

Vehicles, 

Portable  Mill, 

Wood  and  Lumber, 

Stock  in  banks. 

Money  on  hand, 

Stock  in  trade. 

Mills  and  Factories, 

Total  Valuation, 
^oldierg  Exemption, 


NO, 

VALUATION. 

137 

$13,700 

12,4751^ 

325,320 

210 

21,510 

8 

680 

1 

200 

325 

12,370 

9S 

2,220 

61 

320 

16 

130 

1,037 

760 

31 

2,250 

1 

800 

7,200 

3,360 

28,410 

6,770 

12,700 

$433,700 

5,690 

$428,010 


SELECTMEN'S   ACCOUNT. 


For  the  Year  Ending  February  15,  1913. 


Resident  valuation,  $367, 060  00 

Non-resident  valuation,  66,640  00 


Total  valuation,  $433,700  00 

Soldiers  Exemption  5,690  00 

Tax  on  one  hundred  dollars,  $1.00. 
Tax  assessed  for  all  purposes, 

APPROPKIATED     AS     FOLLOWS: 

State  tax. 

County  tax. 

School  tax. 

Highway  tax, 

State  highway  lax, 

Repairs  of  state  highway, 

Library  tax, 

Books  and  supplies, 

School  officers, 

Overlay, 

Amount  assessed  for  all  purposes,  14,280   10 

Abatement  of  school  tax  paid  in    Durham    and 

Newmarket,  34  34 


$1,016 

00 

739 

21 

952 

50 

1,084 

25 

216 

85 

35 

00 

38 

10 

100 

00 

70 

00 

28 

19 

Amount  of  collector's  list,  $4,245  76 


SCHOOL   MONEY. 

Scliool  tax,  $952  50 

Dog  liceo.ses,  108  20 

Literary  funcl,  48  96 

High  scliool  tuition,  250  00 

Half  Superintendent's  salary,  200  00 

Salary  of  district  officers,  70  00 

Books  and  supplies,  125  00 


HIGHWAYS. 

Geo.  P  James,  snow 

bill  1912, 

$21  22 

J.  True  Bartlett,  cutting  bushes,  old  bill, 

8  00 

Clarence  Fernald,  labor  on  highway. 

65  00 

Loren  S.  Fernald,  snow  bill,  1912, 

3  60 

L,  S,  Fernald,  labor 

on  highway, 

5  75 

L.  S.  Fernald, 

(( 

125  00 

L.  S.  Fernald,       '' 

(' 

75  00 

C.  L.  Fernald,       " 

(( 

25  00 

L.  S.  Fernald,        " 

culverts, 

6  00 

L.  S.  Fernald, 

highwa}-. 

75  00 

C.  H.  Allen, 

a 

150  00 

C.  L.  Fernald,       " 

u 

115  32 

L.  S.  Fernald, 

a 

22  62 

L.  S.  Fernald,  cutting  bushes. 

25  00 

C.  H.  Allen,  labor  on 

highway. 

131  91 

L.  S.  Fernald,  " 

ii 

23  63 

C.  H.  Allen,      " 

u 

21  40 

C.  H.  Allen,     " 

a 

1   24 

BRIDGES. 

L.  S.  Fernald,  680  ft.  plank,  *17   00 

V.  n.  Allen,  labor  on  bridges,  21   27 


L,749  66 


1895  69 


J.  H.  Tolles  &  Co.,  stringers,  $130  00 

C.  H.  Allen,  labor  on  bridge,  50 

L.  S.  Fernald,  plank,  7  80 
C.  L.  Fernald,  work  hauling  plank,  etc.,          4  00 

Dame  Bros.,  plank,  19  41 

Albert  Denieritt,  plank  and  timber,  51   35 

Albert  Comings  Est.,  plank,  14  30 


TOWN    PAUPERS. 

F.  P.  Comings,  putting  up  tramp,  |1  00 

A.  D.  Wiggin,  putting  up  two  tramps,  2  00 

F.  P.  Comings,  putting  up  four  tramps,  4  00 

Strafford  County  Farm,  board  of  G.  F. 

Stevens,  '  120  00 


ii2tj5  (J3 


1127  00 


COUNTY   PAUPERS. 


C.  A.  Fernald, 

board  of  G.  A.  Randall, 

112  00 

C.  A.  Fernald, 

18  50 

C.  A.  Fernald, 

13  50 

C.  A.  Fernald, 

13  50 

C.  A.  Fernald, 

12  00 

C.  A.  Fernald, 

13  50 

County  tax, 
State  tax, 


STATE  AND    COUNTY  TAX. 

$739  21 
l,01(i  00 


STATE  ROAD. 


L.  S.  Fernald,  repairs, 
L.  S.  Fernald,        " 


m  10 

25  30 


$78  00 


$1,755  21 


$47  40 


GENERAL  EXPENSES. 

J.  True  Bartlett,  auditor, 

Curtis  Stirapson,  dog  constable,   1910, 

G.  B.  Thompson,  ballot  clerk,   1910-1912, 

A.  D.  VViggin,  election  dinners, 

W.  W.  Jones,  gate  keeper,  two  times, 

F.  I.  Caldwell,  supervisor, 
S.  P.  D.  Lane,  librarian, 

G.  B.  Thompson,  ballot  clerk, 
Curtis  Stimpson,  janitor  hall, 
Curtis  Stimpson,  gate  keeper, 
Curtis  Stimpson,  dog  constable, 
Lyford  M.  Wiggin,  supervisor, 
L.  S.  Fernald,  ballot  clerk,  1910, 
A.  J.  Thompson,  ballot  clerk, 
W.  H.  Thompson,  supervisor, 
L.  S.  Fernald,  selectman, 
F.  P.  Comings,  selectman, 
F.  P.  Comings,  town  clerk, 
C.  A.  Woodman,  treasurer, 
F,  B.  York,  selectman. 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Fred  Fernald,  returning  births  and 

deaths, 
James  Marshall,  printing  town  reports, 
F.  H.  Pinkham,  printing  notices, 
A.  E.  Grant,  disinfecting  at  J.  S.  Jenkins', 
L.  S.  Fernald,  extra  work  taking 

inventory, 
Edson  C.  Eastman,  blanks, 
F.  P.  Comings,  extra  work  taking 

inventory,  3S  75 


*2 

00 

),      5 

00 

912,   8 

00 

5 

00 

^ 

00 

17 

40 

25 

00 

2 

00 

15 

00 

2 

00 

5 

00 

4 

00 

2 

00 

2 

00 

6 

00 

32 

00 

32 

00 

20 

00 

20 

00 

32 

00 

1 

75 

27 

20 

1 

00 

5 

00 

40 

50 

3 

48 

1240  40 


Edson  C  Eastman,  tax  collector's  books,      |6  62 
Simeon  C.  Hardy,  damage  on  Little 

River  bridge, 
D.  J.  Brady,  iron  for  drags, 
Edson  C.  Eastman,  dog  licenses, 
Fred  Foss,  check  lists, 
D.  E.  Plummer  Est.,  store  bill, 
G.  B.  Thompson,  work  and  hardware, 

library, 

A.  E.  Grant,  returning  births  and  deaths, 

B.  E.  Layne,  wood  for  town  hall, 
J.  True  Bartlett,  making  road  drags, 
J.  M.  Lee,  express  and  cartage, 
Dame  Bros.,  lumber, 
Dame  Bros.,  damages  on  Furber  bridge, 
F.  P,  Comings,  recording  births, 

deaths,  etc.,  5   25 


250 

00 

9 

70 

1 

09 

5 

00 

3 

87 

3 

85 

2 

00 

4 

50 

3 

00 

75 

4 

10 

10 

00 

LIBRARY. 

Irving  J.  Fren(;h,  books. 

$  2  50 

De  Wolfe  Fiske  Co., 

23  50 

De Wolfe  Fiske  Co., 

17  21 

ABATEMENTS. 

Edwin  C.  Bennett,  paid  in  Newmarket,  $1   00 

Ileniy  llines,  paid  in   Amosbury,  1    00 

Benj.  Stevens,  heirs  of  soldiers  widow,  50 


RECAPITULATION. 

(General   expenses,  $240  40 

Miscellaneous,  42(5   41 


$426  41 


21 


$2  50 


School  money, 
Highway, 
Bridges, 
Town  pau|)crs. 
County  paupers, 
County  tax. 
State  road, 
Library, 
Abatements, 
State  tax, 


$1,749  t)t) 

895  G9 

265  68 

127  00 

78  00 

739  21 

47  40 

48  21 
2  50 

1,016  00 


$5,681   11 


LoREN  S.  Fernald, 
Fred   B.  York, 
Fred  P.    Comings, 

Selectmen  of  Lee. 


J.  1'uuE   Bartlett, 
Horace  F.  Caverno, 

Auditors 


10 


Concrete  l)ri(lge, 

$840 

15 

General  expenses, 

310 

00 

Miscellaneous, 

322 

35 

Highways, 

792 

66 

State  highway,  maintenance. 

136 

74 

State  road. 

206 

42 

State  tax. 

1,016 

00 

County  tax, 

739 

21 

Damage  by  dogs, 

205 

00 

County  jjaupers. 

109 

35 

Town  paupers, 

123 

00 

Abatements, 

38 

74 

Library, 

40 

00 

9:7  H40 

J. 

C. 

Bartlett, 

H. 

F. 

Caverno, 

G. 

B. 

Thompson, 
Selectmen  of  Lee. 

J.  T,  Bautlett, 

Auditor. 

TRUST  FUND 


HELD    BY    TOWN    OF    LEE. 


Old  Parish  Cemetery  fund,  deposited  in 
Strafford  Savings  bank  (contributed 
by  David  Bartlett  and  others),  inter- 
est to  be  used  for  the  perpetual  care 
of  Old  Parish  Cemetery,  I37ii  02 

Previously  reported,  $344  46 

Interest,  17  5(3 

Contributed,  10  00 

.$:37'2  02 


TRUST  FUND 

HELD    BY    THE    TOWN    OF    LEE. 

Old    Parish    Cemetery  fund,  deposited  in 

Strafford  Savings  bank    (contributed  by 

David  Hartlett  and    otliersj    interest  to 

l)e  used    foi'    tlie    [)epetual   care    of    Old 

Parish  Cemetery,  $372   02 

Previously  reported,  $844  46 

Interest,  17  56 

Contributed  since  last  report,  10  00 

|:J72  02 


HIGHWAY  AGENTS'  ACCOUNT. 


Clarence  L.  Fernald  in  account  with  Town  of  Lee. 

Received  of  town  for  labor  on  highway,  $205  32 

1912. 


Paid  Ellsworth  Garrity, 

$9  00 

E.  Dalton, 

75 

Grove r  Smith, 

12  02 

John  Bishop, 

4  50 

John  Covier, 

43  20 

J.  C.  Bartlett, 

27  00 

G.  P.  James, 

3  00 

Clarence  G.  Fernald, 

15  00 

Sargent  Smith, 

4  88 

Walter  Smith, 

1(5  50 

D.  C.  Fernald, 

75 

C.  L.   Fernald, 

68  72 

$205  32 


C.  H.  Allen  in  account  with  the  town  of  Lee. 

1912.  ROAD     BILL. 

Received  from  the  town  of  Lee,  Aug.  24,  $21  40 

Received  from  the  town,  150  00 

Received  Sept.  28,  1912.  131  91 

Order,  1   24 


$304  55 


Paid  out  for  labor  on  roads, 

D.  H.  Hill,  56  80 

Jim  Wright,  26  00 

F.  L.  Allen,  21  50 
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John  French,  |22  75 

Jim  liolliiis,  27  25 

Henry  Small,  9  75 

Arthur  Thompson,  5  25 

Will  llyau,  3   75 

George  Mitchell,  1   50 

Charles  Piper,  2  50 

John  Piper,  H  00 

W.  P.  Tuttle,  5  50 

Dan   Shannon,  4  00 

Joseph  Gate,  gravel,  1   10 

G.  H.  Allen,  92  50 

Wm.  II.  &  A.  J.  Thompson,  21   40 


1 

00 

(50 

75 

50 

75 

8 

82 

9 

85 

$304  55 


Received  from  town  of  Lee,  Dec.  28,  1912,  |2l   77 

Paid  John  Piper,  *2  50 

Allen  Harvey,  2  00 

John  Perkins, 

Sam  Allen, 

VV.  P.  Tuttle, 

Will  Plummer, 

Joe   Knight, 

John  Griffin, 

G.  H.  Allen, 

$21  77 


L.  S.  Fernald  in  account  with  the  Town  of  Lee. 

1912  SNOW    BILL. 

Feb.  27.     Alec  McRae,  1  60 

27.     L.  S.  P^rnald,  2  00 


$3  60 

May    25.      Received  from  town  treasurer,  |3  60 
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LABOR  ON    niOHWAV. 

Apr.     9.     Alec  McRae,  |3  00 

7.     L.  S.  Fernald,  1  00 

9.     L.  S.  Fernald,  75 

13.     L.  S.  Fernald,  1   00 


15 

75 

6 

13 

t) 

13 

6 

13 

11 

25 

88 

1 

75 

6 

00 

May    25.     Received  from  town  treasurer,  $5  75 

June     3.     L.  S.  Fernald,  team  1-2  day,  $2  25 

5.         "         "  3  1-2  days,  7  00 

5.         "         "  5  days  and  team,  22  50 

8.  Harold  L.  Fernald  and  team, 

3  1-2  days, 
8.  Chas.  A.  Langmaid,  3  1-2  days, 
8.  George  Randall,  3  1-2  days, 
8.  John  T.  Grant,  3  1-2  days, 
8.  F.  I.  Wiggin,  team  2  1-2  days, 

7.  Arthur  Hayes,  1-2  day, 

8.  C.  E.  N.  Stackpole,  1  day, 
15.  L.  S.  Fernald,  3  days, 
15.  "         "  man  and  team, 

4  1-4  days,  19  13 
15.  H.    L.    Fernald,    and     team, 

1  1-4  days, 

15.  C.  A.  Langmaid,  1  1-2  days, 

15.  Geo.  Randall,  1  1-2  days, 

15.  John  T.  Grant,  4  1-2  days, 

15.  F.  I.  Wiggin,  and  team,  1  day, 

15.  Arthur  Hayes,  4  days, 

15.  C.  E.  N.  Stackpole,  1   1-2  days, 

15.  J.  D.  Pierce,  2  days, 

15.  Willis  Fernald,  3  1-2  days, 

15.  Albert  Snell,  1  day, 

22.  L.  M.  Wiggin,  horse,  2  1-2  days, 

22.  Earl  Cate,  2  1-2  days. 


5 

62 

2 

63 

2 

63 

7 

88 

4 

50 

7 

00 

2 

63 

3 

50 

t> 

13 

1 

75 

3 

75 

3 

75 

lb 

22.     L.  S.  Fernald,  2  days,  |4  00 
22.          "         "         man  and   team, 

5  days,  22  50 

22.     Geo.  Kandall,  3  days,  5  25 

22.     John  T.  Grant,  5  days,  8  75 

22.     Arthur  Hayes,  2  1-4  days,  8  94 

22.     Willis  Fernald,  3  days,  5  25 

Aug.  10.     L.  S.  Fernald,  1  3-4  days,  3  50 
10.          "         "         man    and  team, 

8  1-2  days,  15  75 

10,     Earl  Gate,  1-2  day,  75 

10.     Geo.  Randall,  2  days,  3  50 
10.     C.  E.  N.  Stackpole,  iixing  bridge,  1  00 

17.     L.  S.  Fernald,  2  days,  4  00 
17.          "         "           2  men    and    2 

teams,  4  days,  36  00 

17.     Arthur  Hayes,  4  days,  7  00 

17.     Geo.  liandall,  2  days,  3  50 

17.     Earl  Gate,  1-4  day,  38 

24.     L.  S.  Fernald,  team,  1  day,  4  50 

24.     Arthur  Hayes,  4  days,  7  00 

24.     John  Fernald,  1-2  day,  88 
3.     L.  S.  Fernald,  man  and  team, 

7  hours,  8  50 

Sept.    7.     Geo.  Randall,  2  days,  3  50 

7.     E.  Gari-ity,  cutting  bushes,  5  75 
7.     L.  S.  Fernald,  man  and  team, 

2  days,  9  00 

7.         "         "         2  days,  4  00 

14.  Geo.  Randall,  3  days,  5  25 

21,    "    "     11-2  days,  2  63 

21.     L.  S.  Fernald,  man  and  team, 

2  1-3  days,  10  50 
21.     L.  M.  Wiggin,  80  loads  of  gravel,    8  00 


$346  25 
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June     8.  Received  of  town  treasurer,     $125  00 

29.  "                 "  "  75  00 

Aug.  13.  "                 "  "  75  00 

31.  "                 »  "  22  62 

Sept.  20.  "                 "  »  25  00 

1913. 

Feb.  15.  "                 "  "  23  63 


$346  25 


LIBRARIAN'S  REPORT. 


Lee  Public  Library;  Open  Saturdays  from  2  to  5  p.  in. 
Whole  number  of  books,  1,597 

Added  this  year,  50 

Moses    Cartlaud's    children    have    remembered   us   with 
tlieir  usual  donation,  five  dollars  this  year. 

State  papers  and  other  books  of    reference    are    not    in- 
cluded in  this  list. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

Susan  P.  D.  Lank, 

Librarian. 


LIST  OF  BOOKS  ADDED  THIS  YEAR. 

Arm  Chair  at  the  Inn,  F.  H.  Smith 

Red  Lane,  H.  Day 

My  Lady's  Garter,  J.  Futtrelle 

Their  Yesterdays,  H.  B.  Wright 

Street  Called  Straight,  Author  of  Inner  Shrine 

Through  the  Postern  Gate,  Florence  Barclay 

Japonette,  R.  W.  Chambers 

Sally  Salt,  Mrs.  Wilson  Woodrow 

Sins  of  the  Fathers,  T.  Dixon 

The  Just  and  the  Unjust,  Vaughn  Kester 

Awakening  of  Helena'  Richie,  Margaret  Deland 

The  Price  She  Paid,  D.  G.  Phillips 

Halcyone,  Elinor  Glyn 

"Charge  It,"  Grant  Richards 

Streets  of  Ascalon,  R.  VV^.  Chambers 

Our  Little  Danish  (-ousin,  Laura  May  Inuis 
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Polly  of  the  Hospital  Staff, 

Chronicles  of  Avonlea, 

Meeting  of  Molly, 

Man  in  Lonely  Land, 

Helen  Grant  at  Aldred  House, 

Helen  Grant  in  College, 

Helen  Grant,  Senior, 

A  Dash  for  a  Throne, 

Tom  Grogan, 

Floyd  Graudon's  Honor, 

Sherburne  House, 

The  Truth  about  Tolna, 

The  Harvester, 

Red  Men  and  White, 

Julia  France  and  Her  Times, 

The  Mountain  Girl, 

The  Secret  of  the  Clan, 

A  New  Conscience  and  Ancient  Ev 

The  Rich  Mrs.  Burgoyne, 

A  Romance  of  Billy  Goat  Hill, 

Helen  Grant's  Friends, 

Helen  Grant,  Teacher, 

Helen  Grant's  Decision, 

Helen  Grant's  Harvest  Year, 

Members  of  the  Family, 

The  Postmaster, 

History  of  the  Town  of  Newfields . 

The  New  Missioner, 

With  Roger's  Rangers, 


E.  C.  Dowd 
L.  M.  Montgomery 

M.  T.  Daviess 
Kate  L.  Bosher 
A.  M.  Douglas 
A.  M.  Douglas 
A.  M.  Douglas 
A.  W.  Marchmont 

F.  H.  Smith 
A.  M.  Douglas 
A.  M.  Douglas 
Bertha  Runkle 

G.  S.  Porter 
Owen  Wister 

Gertrude  Atherton 

Payne  Erskine 

Alice  Brown 

il,  Jane  Addams 

Kathleen  Norris 

A.  H.  Rice 

A.  M.  Douglas 

A.  M.  Douglas 

A.  M.  Douglas 

A.  M.  Douglas 

Owen  Wister 

J.  C.  Lincoln 

Mrs.   Wilson  Woodrow 
G.  W.  Browne 


Annual  Report 


OF    THE 


Board  of  Education 


FOR    THE 


YEAR  ENDING  FEBRUARY  15,  1913. 


EXPENDITURES. 


TEACHERS. 


Elvie  Burbauk,  $187  00 

Charlotta  L.  Damren,  343   00 

Ada  M.  Perkins,  360  00 
Annie  F.  Jones,                                          .        190  00 

Ethel  H.  Durgin,  music,  100  00 

Clarence  E.  Baker,  superintendent,  100  00 

O.  II.  Adams,  superintendent,  200  00 


BOOKS  AND  SUPPLIES. 

J.  L,  Hammett  Co.,  $15   72 

American  Book  Co.,  24  51 

Charles  E.  Merrill  Co.,  2  88 

Edward  E.  Bal)b  &  Co.,  22  49 

Ginn  &  Co.,  13   65 

Silver,  Burdett  Co.,  10  40 


TUITION. 

Dover  High  Scliool  for  Lee  pupils,  *I90  00 

Newmarket,  tution  of   Lee   pupils,  94   86 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Robert  Thompson,  janitor,  $4  00 

Herman  Keniston,  fitting  wood,  1   75 

Dame  Bros.,  wood,  8  00 

II.  Morse,  janitor  and  fitting  wood,  9  00 


11,480  00 


$89  65 


$284  86 


C.  Damreii,  jauilor, 
J.  Lee,  express  and  cartage, 
H.  Keuiston,  fitting  wood, 

D.  W.  Burleigh,  fitting  wood, 
Grover  Smith,  fitting  wood, 
W.  W.  Jones,  salary, 

B.  E.  Layne,  salary, 
F.  P.  Comings,  salary, 

C.  A.  Woodman,  treasurer, 
F.  C.  York,  wood, 

RECAPITULATION 

Teachers, 

Books  and  supplies. 

Tuition, 

Miscellaneous, 


$3 

(M) 

1 

75 

2 

50 

SO 

1 

60 

20 

00 

20 

00 

20 

00 

5 

00 

7 

50 

ION. 

$1,480 

00 

89 

65 

284 

S6 

104 

90 

$104  90 


11,959  41 


J.  Tkue  Bartlett, 
Horace  F.  Caverxu, 

Auditors. 


ESTIMATES    FOR    VEAK    ENDING    FEB.     15,    1914. 

Money  required  by  law,  1952  50 

"  "         for  books  and  supplies, 

"  "         for  High  school  tuition, 

"  "         for  flags  and  appurtenances, 

"  "         for  shingling  So.  Lee  school- 

house    and    other   needed 
repairs, 
"  "        'for  salary  of  district  oflicers, 

Benton  E.  Layne, 
Fred  P.  Comings, 
Walter  W.  Jones, 

School  Board 


125 

00 

300 

00 

25 

00 

125 

00 

70 

00 

REPORT  OF  THE  TREASURER  OF  THE 
LEE  SCHOOL  DISTRICT. 


Amount  in  treasury,  P'eb.  15,  1912,  $  377   23 

Received  fiom  town,  1,74:9  GO 


$2,126  89 


EXPENDITURES. 

Paid  orders  drawn  by  school  board,  $1,787  24 

Cash  on  hand  in  treasury,  Feb.  1^,  1918,  339  65 


$2,126  89 
Charles  A.   Woodman,  Treasurer. 

J.  Thue   Bartlett, 
liuuACE  F.  Caverno, 

Auditors. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 


To    THE    S('nOOL     liOAKl)   AND    CiTIZENS    OF    Lee: 

My  lirst  annual  report  as  superintendent  of  schools  is 
herewith  submitted. 

No  attempt  has  been  made  since  I  became  j^our  super- 
intendent in  September  to  overturn  existing  conditions  in  the 
school  but,  rather,  to  study  the  plans  of  my  predecessor  and 
to  become  acquainted  with  new  needs.  Unfortunately  there 
was  no  record  found  of  progress  of  classes  so  my  work  has 
been,  largely,  pioneer  work. 

A  considerable  scarcity  of  books  was  apparent  from  the 
first  and  time  has  been  spent  in  taking  account  of  stock, 
filling  in  where  material  was  needed  and  making  more  uni- 
form the  work  of  the  several  schools.  New  and  fresher 
books  are  being  added  in  language,  geography  and  reading. 
Fresh  and  approved  metliods  of  teaching  primary  reading 
are  meeting  with  favor  among  the  teachers,  and  as  greater 
skill  is  reqviired  in  using  these  better  results  may  be  ex- 
pected. Already  some  children  who  enter  school  in  Septem- 
ber can  read  about  as  well  as  children  who  entered  a  year 
eailier.  This  means  the  saving  of  a  year,  no  small  factor  in 
the  school  life  of  a  child.  Reading  is  at  the  foundation  of 
all  school  work  and,  with  proper  teaching,  children  at  the 
end  of  the  third  year  should  have  acquii-ed  the  fundamentals 
of  good  reading  so  that  in  advanced  grades  the  time  can  be 
spent  in  accjuiring  vocabularies,  in  increasing  skill  and  in  be- 
coming acquainted  with  the  thought  of  literature.  There  is 
reason  to  expect  these  results  with  these  methods  and  with 
the  continuance  of  an  efficient  corps  of  teachers. 

The  teaching  of  number  is    the  next  most  difficult  prob- 


25 

lem.  Number  should  not  be  taught  in  the  lirst  year  of  school 
aud  was  not  until  comparatively  recent  times.  The  whole 
of  the  first  year  should  be  spent  in  learing  to  read  and  in  the 
interpretation  of  sentences.  This  work  must  be  done  before 
children  can  comprehend  number  combinations  and  get  skill 
in  solving  them.  The  highest  educational  authorities  are 
opposed  to  teaching  number  in  the  first  year  of  school  and  it 
is  not  taught  in  most  of  the  largest  and  best  school  systems 
in  the  country. 

All  worn  out  books  have  been  collected,  valuable  ma- 
terial inventoried  and  a  system  of  accounts  kept  with  each 
school.  By  frequent  exchanges  classes  are  better  provided  for 
than  formerly  and  are  furnished  with  more  material  with  no 
increase  of  cost.  School  material  is  thus  not  allowed  to 
become  useless  but  is  kept  in  service  most  of  the  time. 

The  work  of  the  schools  is  seriously  handicapped  by  the 
large  number  of  absences.  A  single  day's  absence  from 
school  is  a  serious  loss  to  the  child  and  when  this  is  multi- 
plied many  times,  the  loss  is  beyond  estimate.  It  is  safe  to 
say  that  nine  tenths  of  all  absence  is  entirely  unnecessary. 
Teachers  report  that  children  absent  from  school  because  of 
alleged  illness,  are  known  to  be  at  play,  outside  the  home 
and  exposed  to  cold  and  storm  more  than  they  would  be  if 
in  school.  Regular  attendance  of  children  at  school  is  a 
matter  that  should  command  the  attention  of  all  who  con- 
sider the  best  intei-ests  of  the  children. 

Curtains  have  just  been  purchased  for  all  the  school- 
houses.  Black  boards  need  redressing  and  the  Center  school 
needs  a  thorough  renovating.  Clean,  well  kept  school  rooms, 
walls  and  ceilings  tinted,  wood  work  painted  in  soft  harmon- 
ious colors  and  wood  work  repaired  when  needed,  are  valu- 
able in  creating  harmony  and  good  work  in  the  school. 
Discord  in  surroundings  must  inevitably  produce  discord  in 
action. 


26 

I  recoinmeud  an  a[)|>ropriat.ioii  of  ^75.00  for  inside  re- 
[)aiis  in  the  three  school  houses. 

Good  pictures  are  valuable  in  the  school  room  as  much 
as  in  any  well  regulated  home.  Teachers  will  gladly  receive 
contributions  for  the  purcjiase  of  good  pictures,  suitably 
framed.  Arrangemeuis  have  been  made  to  place  one  picture 
at  the  ('enter  school  and  more  aie  needed. 

The  registers  for  1911-1912  cannot  be  found  so  I  am 
unable  to  present  statistics  for  the  last  school  year.  The 
enrolment  for  this  year  to  date  is  52. 

The  work  with  congenial  teachers,  respective  of  sugges- 
tions and  advice,  is  one  of  much  pleasure  to  your  superin- 
tendent and  to  them  and  the  school  board  I  feel  indebted  for 
much  of  the  success  of  the  work. 

In  compliance  with  the  statutory  requirements  I  recom- 
mend the  following  appropriations. 

Books  and  supplies,  $125  00 

Flags  and  appurtenances,  25  00 

High  school  tuition,  300  00 

Respectfully  submitted, 

O.  H.   Adams, 

Supterintendent. 
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